iy, B fo Eopoi

VAAYSONNN VHINW 3O Sl UL |

NEZEZ TR oDEE

POIVIITAV ER
BELEH2F

ATy —1 KE

Shinano Angevine

2nd year, College of Liberal Arts
Major: Undecided
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For this issue, we sat down with Senior Assistant Professor
Christopher Simons, a specialist in literature in English, and
Shinano Angevine, one of his advisees, to talk about the
importance of a liberal arts education, as it ties different academic
disciplines together to enrich an individual’s world view.
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New Landscapes Glimpsed from a Place Where Literature and Physics Meet
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Meeting Senior Associate Professor Simons

Angevine Dr. Simons is my advisor. Ever since | entered the
university, whenever | registered for courses, he was always
available for an adviser-advisee meeting, and always took the
time to answer all of my questions very patiently and thor-
oughly. He also explained to me what a liberal arts education
was and why it was important, using his own life experiences.
Those conversations gave me a much better appreciation for
what it meant to study at ICU and the significance of the
classes | have been taking on a daily basis.

Simons From the very start of her studies, Shinano-san has
had a strong interest in liberal arts education and interdisci-
plinary research. ICU is different from other universities in that
students do not have to commit to a particular major when they
enter the university. The people who are best equipped to
make the most of studying here are people with a great sense
of curiosity about themselves and the world around them—
people with lots of questions. Shinano-san has the ability to
address those questions head on, and develop her ideas
freely without being trapped by preconceived ideas. | felt when
| first met her that she had all the qualities she needs to thrive
as an ICU student.

Angevine During our meetings, | was impressed by Dr.
Simons’s passion and sense of mission for teaching. | decided
to take one of his courses called “The World of Literature,” in
which we explored science fiction novels and films while learn-
ing about scientific subjects like space-time relativity.

Simons In almost every class, Shinano-san would come out
with interesting ideas and observations about the connections
between the works we were studying and global issues. |
remember being impressed by her passionate curiosity about
how literature influences almost every area of human life.

Words that Inspired Me

Angevine One of the things that made the biggest impression
on me, during our classes, was when we learned about Albert
Einstein’s Theory of Special Relativity, while we were studying
works in which the main characters experienced time travel.
Learning about the principle behind space-time relativity
allowed me to gain a deeper understanding of the author’s
message, and the main characters’ state of mind. This was
made possible by learning about the concept of an individual
observer’s “frame of reference” from Einstein’s Theory of Spe-
cial Relativity and how this idea could be applied to under-
standing how social factors and individual life experiences can
shape a person’s perspective uniquely. This prompted me to
think more deeply about the world we live in and the connec-
tions between people. Using literature as a base, Dr. Simons
gave students a perspective from the academic field of phys-
ics as a tool to explore new concepts and ideas. | found it
fascinating to learn without the confines of one academic field
and how important it is to think about things from a diversified
perspective.

Simons Working to find connections between theories, meth-
odologies, and fields of knowledge that at first glance may
appear to be quite different is part of my teaching strategy. In
our present age we face a huge number of problems that
cannot be solved by knowledge from just one field. In the
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years to come there will be a greater demand than ever for
people who can bring together knowledge and insights from
different disciplines. In that sense, | want to help students
open the door to a wider world of interdisciplinary learning.
Angevine As Dr. Simons says, many times in class | got a
real sense for the essence of a liberal arts education and what
makes it so interesting. These moments not only helped me to
understand the literature, but also gave me useful hints for
thinking about society, people, my own life and studies, as well
as the world we live in.

Simons In her research paper for the class, Shinano-san
wrote a paper on Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five, in
which she discussed the scientific and philosophical ideas of
space-time relativity and the concept of existence. The paper
was not only interesting to read but also helped me to see my
own teaching and research from a new perspective. As faculty
member, my job is to lift the lid of the box of learning, and
observe how the students respond. Ideally, both the teacher
and the student become learners. Moments like this are what
makes this job so rewarding.

Future Goals

Angevine In deciding my future, | would like to apply my
experiences of learning in many fields of studies, as a way to
guide myself. Dr. Simons reminds me that it is all right for me
to not narrow my interests down to a single discipline. With
that in mind, | would like to continue my involvement with sev-
eral different subjects. At the moment, | am considering sub-
jects like physical anthropology and archeology as possible
fields to anchor my academics in. This is because, these fields
incorporate a wide range of knowledge from different fields in
its studies. In any case, | hope to become an individual that
enjoys studying and learning throughout my life.

Simons One of my hopes is that students will become people
who continue to study throughout their lives, both for self-
development and for pure enjoyment. Whatever direction she
decides to go in, | don’t think Shinano-san is the kind of
person to choose the easy path. Once she’s made up her mind
to do something, | think she will continue to work at it even
when things get difficult. | look forward to hearing about her
progress and to watching her thoughts and aims take shape
as she continues her studies.
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A Career Sparked by a Fascination with Interdisciplinary Studies
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An interest in subjects that straddle several disciplines has
always been the inspiration behind all my teaching and
research activities. When | was young, science and poetry
were the two things | loved more than anything else, and for a
while | considered becoming a scientist. But the research | did
in university laboratories made me realize that | was interested
in inspiring other people and awakening their sense of intellec-
tual excitement and curiosity. Also, my encounters with emi-
nent figures in history, science, and literature gave me a real
sense of the impact that an inspirational teacher can have on
people’s lives, and this was another thing that led me to follow
a career as an educator and researcher.

At the moment my research involves both criticism and
creative work in poetry, fiction, and photography. The focus of
my literature teaching at ICU is interdisciplinary knowledge
and skills that go beyond a single area or discipline. This has
also been the foundation of my own work. Literature brings
together so many aspects of what it means to be human,
including art, culture, history, anthropology, religion and
philosophy, politics, psychology, and science. This makes it in
some ways the ideal liberal arts subject. “Why are we here?
Where do we come from? Where are we going?” My hope is
that students will learn to tackle these fundamental questions
about human life through their encounters with particular
works.

In today’s global society, the significance of the liberal arts
has become greater than ever. Of course specialists are
always important, but in order to find solutions to the problems
we face today, which involve a complex web of many different
fields of knowledge, society urgently needs creative thinkers
who can move across disciplines and examine things from a
critical perspective. A liberal arts education is one of the
fundamental driving forces that can produce this kind of
person. Some students may dislike mathematics because they
weren’t very good at the subject in high school; others may
think of science as somewhat distant or irrelevant to their lives.
But looking at these subjects through the window of literature
often helps to uncover fascinating new aspects of mathemat-
ics and physics. As an educator who has always been involved
with a wide variety of academic disciplines, | want to help
students learn in a diverse and flexible way that goes beyond
the confines of a single academic field. | hope they will realize
how enjoyable learning can be, and become people who will
continue to learn throughout their lives, to help them forge their
own paths through life.
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