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We sat down with Professor Yasuyo Moriya, a 14th
century English specialist teaching English history and
English grammar classes at ICU, and Keita Ishii who

enrolls in the Teacher Certification Program to become
an English teacher.
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3rd year, College of Liberal Arts
Major: Linguistic

Minor: Language Education
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Meeting Professor Moriya

Ishii | had always wanted to become a high school English teacher, so |
enrolled in the Teacher Certification Program immediately after being ad-
mitted to ICU. | had heard of you (Professor Moriya) from some of the se-
nior students, but since you were on your sabbatical leave during my first
year, our first meeting was in my second year in your course titled, “English
Linguistics for Language Teaching”.

Moriya Do you remember any topic that left a lasting impression on you?
Ishii That would be the sessions on tag questions using “be” verbs. You
told us that, for example, quite a few Japanese junior high school students
would make a sentence like, “l am happy, amn’t 1?” whereas an English na-
tive speaker would naturally say, “l am happy, aren’t1?” We discovered
this by examining samples of real life speeches.

Moriya That must have been the search results we got from the online
corpus®. A corpus contains sample sentences collected from a wide range
of sources such as media articles, fictional writing, conversations and aca-
demic prose. In my classes, we use the Corpus of Contemporary American
English (COCA) and the British National Corpus (BNC) to verify how English
native speakers actually write and speak their language. ICU students are
given free access to these two corpora. At the time | began studying lin-
guistics, we searched for words and sentences in books and reference ma-
terials, and wrote them down on a deck of index cards which we sorted out
manually by usage or by attribute for our studies, but today everything is
digitalized, so by using the corporain combination with other software
tools, users can extract an enormous amount of highly precise statistics on
the usage of English grammar and its use. | think universities today are ex-
pected to provide a powerful digital platform that can provide sound evi-
dence for linguistic research and language education.

*A corpus is a linguistic database consisting of a collection of written and
spoken language samples that are actually used in real contexts.
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I as a teacher, I as a learner, I as a researcher, and I as an entertainer.
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Words that Inspired Me

Ishii Your classes were of course eye-opening, but your positive attitude
toward the English language and English education was most inspiring.
You told us that, as a language trainer one must maintain the mindset: | as
ateacher, | as alearner, | as aresearcher, and | as an entertainer. For me,
those words became my goal as | aim to be an educator.

Moriya Toteachalanguage, merely beinga “teacher” is notenough.
You must walk in the learners’ shoes; you must always keep your antenna
up for the changes that are happening to the language you teach; and you
must be sensitive to where the languages that are used today came from
and which direction they are heading in. Learning a new language means
to be able to view the world in a different value system, and as a teacher
you must know that the task is challenging but all the more rewarding, and
with that in mind, you must also act as entertainer to offer the learners that
sense of achievement.
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Ishii  You not only teach as a specialist in English and English education, you
also contemplate, learn and study the English language with your students
and debate about the English education schemes in Japan. You come to
the workshop we launched on your advice and take part in heated discus-
sions with students. Before coming to ICU, | had thought that the important
question was “at which university | learn,” but after meeting you | realized
that “from whom to learn and what to learn” are more important.

Moriya Ashuman beings we all use languages, but only a few of us can
understand and explain in technical terms the structure and use of lan-
guages. Those who teach need to possess both the ability to comprehend
this structure and the knowledge to respond to the learners’ interest in lan-
guage. | try to address this point through discussions and class activities.
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We as colleagues, we as rivals — to enhance one another.

Future Goals

Ishii Meeting you and watching you face up to English with devotion, |
learned what “working with English” as researcher and as educator would
involve. After completing my undergraduate studies, | wish to enrollina
graduate school abroad to master practical English and to someday take
on a job in teaching English and language-related subjects.

Moriya Then,yourupcomingchallengeisto participateinthe your
teaching practicum successfully. Students start to think seriously about
becoming a teacher once they experience their teaching practicum. | hear
that instructors at other universities usually receive appreciative remarks
from their students at graduation, such as “l willbecome a teacher like
you.” But not ICU students — they come to me head on saying, “Someday, |
will be a greater teacher than you, Professor Moriya.” It’s like, |love taking
up their challenges. Once they graduate and become teachers, they are
my colleagues and my rivals in English teaching. | slways wish to always be
in a positional rivalry with them.
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What is Liberal Arts?
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The challenging environments at ICU and
the United States were my starting point

as educator and researcher
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English was not my favorite subject when | was an undergraduate student
at ICU. | still remember the incident at an oral pronunciation examination in
my freshman year. When | got through pronouncing about one-forth of the
assignment, my instructor declared, “That’s enough. Your are dismissed.”
Now that | look back, that bitter memory triggered me to study English lin-
guistics. Another motivator into the academic field of linguistics was my
encounter with transformational generative grammar in Professor Kazuko
Inoue’s class.

After completing my undergraduate and graduate studies at ICU, |
started teaching English at a combined junior and senior high school. Then
I moved to the US with my husband where | was blessed with the opportu-
nity to enroll in an overseas graduate school. It was tough studying among
native English-speaking Americans and having to compete with them. One
day, in Old Irish class, one student complained that “the class was being
held up because of a foreigner.” | was surprised when the professor an-
swered immediately, “She is an excellent student. She studies hard and
comes to classes well prepared.” At first, it didn’t occur to me that | was
the foreigner in question and that | was suddenly criticized in front of the
class. Towards the end of the semester, many classmates came to me, an
Asian foreigner, to ask about things they didn’t understand in class.

So what made me who | am today was the six years of learning and
encounters at ICU and my study abroad in the US. There | really came to
know the joy of learning English and teaching linguistics. | notice some stu-
dents being very hesitant because they feel that they do not have enough
vocabulary or have bad pronunciation, but they shouldn’t be. They are still
very young and have plenty of time, so if their vocabulary is poor they could
always work harder to learn more words and phrases, and improve their
pronunciation by starting to utter thing out loud. Learning a foreign lan-
guage is never easy, but there is always a time you reach a new horizon
and make new discoveries. | hope to continue giving lectures and thesis
guidance in which students realize that learning is a pleasure and teaching
is also a pleasure.
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