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AY2018 Plan for the Prevention of Fraudulent Activities

1. Thorough Implementation of Appropriate Management of Research Funds
Background:

We have detailed rules regarding Kakenhi stipulated in International Christian University Guidelines for 
Kakenhi. Prior approval from the Director of the University Secretariat must be sought for cases that are not 
covered by these regulations or when it is difficult to decide whether payment from Kakenhi is appropriate, by 
presenting an Application for Approval of Expenditure from Research Funds. However, under the 
circumstances with a change of the personnel in charge of the office managing research funds, precedents 
have not always been referred to. In relation to this issue, the MEXT Guideline for Management and Audit of 
Public Research Funds at Research Institutions (implementation standards) stipulated by the Minister of MEXT 
in 2007 and amended in 2014, states that, in principle, exceptions in applying rules will not be allowed as they 
have the danger of allowing for loopholes. If an exception must be made for unavoidable reasons, the criteria 
must be stipulated for transparency. Previously approved exceptions must be listed and shared with related 
personnel to enforce strict implementation of the rules. 

Rules for external research funds other than Kakenhi are governed by Guidelines for External Research 
Funds, but these are not as detailed as those for Kakenhi, and sometimes it is difficult to decide whether 
payment from the external fund is appropriate. 
Measures: 

1) Compile cases that were approved as exceptions in the rules governing Kakenhi and other external 
funds (also with cases that were not approved as exceptions, if necessary).

2) Review Guidelines for External Research Funds and make them compatible with the Guidelines for 
Kakenhi Research Funds. 

2. Compulsory Training on Research Ethics
Background: 

All researchers receiving public research funds and clerical staff who handle research funds used to attend a 
Research Ethics Education Lecture (with simultaneous English interpretation) at which the appropriate 
implementation of research activities were explained and attendees responded to a follow-up survey. In 
February 2017, the JSPS completed the English version of an e-learning course on Research Ethics
(eL CoRE) based on its Scientists’ Understanding of the Wholesome Development of Science (Greenbook). 
From this year the e-learning course will supplant the Research Ethics Education Lecture. This e-learning 
course will be compulsory for our staff. 
Measures:
1) Researchers who apply for and receive public research funds such as Kakenhi are obliged to complete the 

Research Ethics Education. Those who will be applying for public funds or become recipients this year but
have not attended this lecture will be obliged to take the JSPS e-learning course indicated above. 



2) Students in the doctoral course are encouraged to take the research ethics lectures for graduate students 
and the JSPS e-learning course. 

3) Research assistants (temporary staff employed by faculty including students) will also be encouraged to 
attend the research ethics lectures for graduate students.

4) Research ethics education lectures must be attended regularly. Those who attended the lectures five or 
more years ago, will be obliged to take the JSPS e-learning course. 

3. Providing information about research ethics review as part of the education for the prevention of fraudulent 
activities

Background: 
The number of cases reviewed by the Research Ethics Committee established at the end of AY2012 has 

been increasing rapidly. (AY2013: 14 cases, AY2014: 18 cases, AY2015: 14 cases, AY2016: 28 cases, 
AY2017: 35 cases) We will compile a list of major issues that committee members have raised such as the 
preservation of data, and share that information with our researchers. In response to a request from faculty 
members advising graduate students, we will make amendments in the English application form and checklist. 
Measures:
1) We will upload what past committee members have pointed out on the university portal so applicants for 

research ethics screening can check for these issues when applying. 
2) The application format will be reviewed and a renewed version will be uploaded on our portal. 


