Global Challenge Forum 2025 Syllabus

Name of Professor

Professor Christopher SIMONS (Major: LITERATURE)

Course Title

Modern Magic: How Rhyming Makes Us Human

Description

Can 'real' magic still exist in the modern world? How did poets in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century use magical poetry to
express their thoughts and feelings about the modern world, urban life, and love? What happens when the magic of poetry goes out of our
lives? For example, what would be the consequences of a world in which humans no longer have the abilities to write poetry, lyrics, and
music—if all of this work were done by Al? In this course, students can experience the 'magical poetics' of the poetry of W. B. Yeats, who
used rhyme and meter (poetic rhythm) to cast spells of beautiful language. We will read magical poems about love, Irish myth and legend,
and creativity. We will learn about the different kinds of magic Yeats studied to write his poems, including hermeticism (Neoplatonic
magic from late classical Egypt) and Rosicrucianism (secret Christian magic from Renaissance England and Europe). We will discuss why
'magical poetics' is important in poetry, and in culture and society: how magical poetics can help us understand human nature, and help
us engage with challenges in current society including love and relationships; gender equality; and mental health challenges like isolation

and melancholy. Students will also have opportunities to write some poetry.

Learning Goals

1. To experience reading metrical, rhyming poetry in English;

2. To understand how the ‘magic’ of poetics is a combination of language, mathematics, and music—and therefore an important
interdisciplinary foundation of liberal arts education;

3. To learn about the history of magic in European culture and how it relates to the ‘real’ magic of poetry and lyrics;

4. To think about how poetic magic sustains and enriches our lives;

5. To practice the magic of creativity by thinking in rhythm and rhyme.

Language

English

Maximum allowed
(Number of participants)

30

Recommended grade

Grade 10 and 11 students

Teaching material

Selected poems from W. B. Yeats books including 7he Countess Kathleen and Various Legends and Lyrics (1892) and The Wind Among
the Reeds (1899).

Homework / Pre-Assignment

Please read some of the course poems, in English or other languages, to get a feeling for the poetry. Why not start with 'The Fish', 'The
Song of the Old Mother' and 'The Song of Wandering Aengus'? You can also read about W. B. Yeats's life.

1st Day
(2025/12/13+ 14:00-15:30)
Title

W. B. Yeats, Poet and Magician

Contents

Who was William Butler Yeats, that shy young man interested in Renaissance poetry and Irish fairies, who would go on to win the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 19237 In this class, we will learn about Yeats's life, and how he became interested in magic in his twenties, as a way
of understanding the world and expressing himself about nature, love, and Irish myth in beautiful language. We will read some short Yeats
poems together, and practice hearing their meter (rhythm) and rhymes. Students will read aloud together and discuss the poems' form,
language and themes. How do these poems use magic and magical language to express their ideas? How are Yeats's ideas still relevant to

current society and culture?

2st Day
(2026/1/17+£ 14:00-15:30)
Title

The Secret Rose: Rosicrucianism and Yeats's Rose Poems

Contents

In March 1890, Yeats joined the secret magical society The Order of the Golden Dawn. This society practiced magic based on
Rosicrucianism—a kind of Christian spiritual magic that uses images from English literature, including the symbols of the rose and cross.
Two years later, Yeats published a book containing a play, 7he Countess Kathleen, and poems about Irish myth and Rosicrucian magic.
How did these two themes relate? In this class we will read poems from 7he Countess Kathleen and discuss how Yeats’s poetry uses

magic and myth to explore themes including love and gender roles.

3rd Day
(2026/2/8+ 14:00-15:30)
Title

Yeats and the Sidhe (pronounced 'Shee'): Fairies and Spirits in 7he Wind Among the Reeds

Contents

The Wind Among the Reeds (1899) shows Yeats transforming his nineteenth-century style into a new modernism for the twentieth
century. Yet even as Yeats's poetry developed a new directness and simplicity, it continued to use Rosicrucian magic and Irish myth to
communicate its themes. In this class, we will read poems from The Wind Among the Reeds. We will learn about the Sidhe (pronounced
‘Shee’), the Irish fairies or spirits, and how they influenced Yeats’s love poems. Students can practice writing their own rhyming lines of
magical poetry.

4th Day

(2026/3/14+ 14:00-)
¥The finishing time varies
depending on the course.
Title

Magical Poetics: Writing Together in Meter and Rhyme

Contents The final class will give students the opportunity to review what they have learned about Yeats and magical poetics. Students will work
individually or in groups to write a short poem on a modern theme that uses rhyme, meter, and Yeats's language of magic and myth.
Students can share their work with the class, and receive feedback from fellow students and the course instructors.

References Foster, R. F. W. B. Yeats: A Life. Volume 1: The Apprentice Mage. Oxford University Press, 1997.

Yeats, William Butler. The Poems of W.B. Yeats. Volumes 2-3. Edited by Peter McDonald, Routledge, 2020-2023. Longman Annotated
English Poets.
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